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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Please enter the following preliminary amendment in the above-captioned case. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please insert the following paragraph on page 1, line 1: 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
09/553,600, filed April 20, 2000, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 08/883,862, filed June 27, 1997 (and which includes a continued prosecution 
application filed September 24, 1999). 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-26 without prejudice or disclaimer as to the subject matter 
recited therein. 

Please add claims 27-46 as set forth below: 
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27. (New) An apparatus for interconnecting a plurality of modules, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a shift register having a plurality of slots connected in series, each one of the 
plurality of slots coupled to one of the plurality of modules. 

28. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 27 wherein each of the plurality of slots is 
configured to store a frame, and to transmit the frame to another one of the plurality of 
slots. 

29. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 27 wherein each one of the plurality of slots 
is coupled to an input from one of the plurality of modules. 

30. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 29 wherein the input comprises optical 
interconnect. 

31. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 27 wherein each one of the plurality of slots 
is coupled to an output to one of the plurality of modules. 

32. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 31 wherein the output comprises optical 
interconnect. 

33. (New) A computer system comprising: 

a plurality of modules; and 



a shift register having a plurality of slots connected in series, each one of the 
plurality of slots coupled to one of the plurality of modules. 



34. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of modules comprises a bridge module coupled to communicate with other 
bridge modules separate from the plurality of modules. 

35. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 34 wherein the bridge modules 
communicate via a ring. 

36. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 35 wherein the ring comprises a 
second shift register have a second plurality of slots connected in series, each of the 
second plurality of slots coupled to one of the bridge modules. 

37. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of modules comprises a memory module. 

38. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of modules comprises a central processing unit (CPU) module. 

39. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of modules comprises an input/output (I/O) module. 

40. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein each of the plurality of 
slots is configured to store a frame, and to transmit the frame to another one of the 
plurality of slots. 

41. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein each one of the plurality 
of slots is coupled to an input from one of the plurality of modules. 

42. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 41 wherein the input comprises 
optical interconnect. 



43. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 33 wherein each one of the plurality 
of slots is coupled to an output to one of the plurality of modules. 

44. (New) The computer system as recited in claim 43 wherein the output comprises 
optical interconnect. 

45. (New) A method comprising: 

shifting a plurality of frames in a plurality of slots of a shift register, the plurality 
of frames comprising communication among a plurality of modules, each 
of the plurality of slots coupled to one of the plurality of modules; and 

each of the plurality of slots transmitting a first frame of the plurality of frames 
stored therein to the one of the plurality of modules to which that slot is 
coupled. 

46. (New) The method as recited in claim 45 wherein the transmitting comprises 
optically transmitting. 

REMARKS 

After entry of this amendment, claims 27-46 are pending. If any fees are due, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge said fees to Conley, Rose, & Tayon, P.C. Deposit 
Account No. 501505/5 18 1-O50O5/LJM. 
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Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 
P.O. Box 398 
Austin, TX 78767-0398 
Phone: (512) 476-1400 



Date: February 20, 2002 



